TEACHING STUDENTS
SMART

Annotation has some
BIG benefits
for readers and

writers alike:

3 MISTAKES KIDS MAKE (AND HOW TO FIX THEM)

Just about every teacher has seen When you mark notes about the Some students understand that you
a textbook spread that has been author’s purpose in purple ink on aren’t supposed to highlight the
turned entirely neon yellow. one page and with only a series of entire page, but they still aren’t sure
exclamation marks on the other, it’s how to pull out the text elements
FIX IT: Show students there isn’t hard to flip through the text and that ARE important, like evidence,
much difference between a totally find what you need. argument, and author’s purpose.

blank page and one that’s been

completely highlighted. Emphasize  F|X IT: Develop a class system of FIX IT: Try doing some “reverse

that highlighting isn’t a tool to make  gnnotation symbols or notes, or highlighting,” where you cross out

us understand as we're first reading, invite students to create one of everything that ISN'T 100% essential

but rather one to help us remember  their own. Then discuss what’s left. Why is it

the most important passages on a so important? Use your discussion

deeper level. to help create a framework for
annotation.

DON’T WANT TO MARK UP YOUR BOOKS? 3 IDEAS TO TRY INSTEAD

—

DIGITAL PEN AND PAPER ”r

Learning to annotate The act of handwriting
by hand is helpful for may help some students
students who take pen- better remember their
and-paper assessments. annotation.

An unlimited number of Kids can develop

students can annotate their own systems for

the same text. annotation and figure
out what works best for
them.

4 WAYS TO KEEP ANNOTATION FUN

ANNOTATION CAN OFTEN SEEM INTIMIDATING OR LIKE “ANOTHER THING
TO DO” WHILE READING. HERE ARE FOUR WAYS TO KEEP IT FUN!

Encourage students Make it visual. Occasionally keep Don’t grade or

to develop their own Encourage students track of something make kids turn in
“secret codes” for to sketch or doodle in silly—like how many times annotation—at least not
annotation. Have them response to their reading the author uses the word always. The emphasis
make legends explaining and to use small designs “supposedly.” It might should be on the fact that
what each symbol in their to represent various just lead to a deeper annotation is a personal
secret codes means. themes (e.g., happy face = conversation about word response to reading and

friendship). choice and author style! a way to understand the

text on a deeper level.
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