
Every 3rd Grader Should Read
20 Books



Across the Bay by Carlos 
Aponte. Life in Carlitos’ 
hometown is cozy as 
can be, but the call of 
the capital city pulls 
him across the bay in 
search of his father. Jolly 
piragüeros, mischievous 

cats, and costumed musicians color this 
tale of love, family, and the true meaning of 
home.

At the Mountain’s Base 
by Traci Sorell, illustrated 
by Weshoyot Alvitre. A 
family, separated by duty 
and distance, waits for 
a loved one to return 
home in this lyrical 
picture book celebrating 
the bonds of a Cherokee 
family and the bravery of 

history-making women pilots.

The Best of Iggy 
by Annie Barrows, 
illustrated by Sam Ricks. 
Iggy’s not a bad kid; 
he’s really not. Okay, so 
he’s done a few (a few 
is anything up to 100) 
bad things. And okay, 
he’s not very sorry about 
most of them. Which 
ones? You’ll have to read 
the book to find out!

The Cat Man of Aleppo  
by Karim Shamsi-Basha 
and Irene Latham, 
illustrated by Yuko 
Shimizu. The Caldecott 
Honor-winning true 
story of Mohammad Alaa 
Aljaleel, who in the midst 
of the Syrian Civil War, 
courageously offered 
safe haven to Aleppo’s 
abandoned cats.

Drita, My Homegirl 
by Jenny Lombard. A 
poignant story about 
the difficulties of leaving 
everything behind and 
the friendships that help 
you get through it.

Facts vs. Opinions vs. 
Robots by Michael Rex. 
Using hilarious robot 
examples, this book 
introduces and provides 
excellent examples of 
facts and opinions and 
instructs readers on how 
to tell the difference 
between the two.
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Islandborn by Junot 
Díaz, illustrated by Leo 
Espinosa. A celebration 
of creativity, diversity, 
and our imagination’s 
boundless ability to 
connect us—to our 
families, to our past, and 
to ourselves.

Just Ask! by Sonia 
Sotomayor, illustrated by 
Rafael López. The United 
States Supreme Court 
Justice celebrates the 
different abilities kids 
(and people of all ages) 
have. Using her own 
experience as a child 
who was diagnosed with 

diabetes, Justice Sotomayor writes about 
children with all sorts of challenges—and 
looks at the special powers those kids have as 
well.

Make Way for 
Dyamonde Daniel by 
Nikki Grimes, illustrated 
by R. Gregory Christie. 
Dyamonde Daniel may 
be new in town, but 
that doesn’t stop her 
from making a place 
for herself in a jiffy. With 
her can-do attitude and 
awesome brain power, 
she takes the whole 
neighborhood by storm. 

My Papi Has a 
Motorcycle by Isabel 
Quintero, illustrated by 
Zeke Peña. A celebration 
of the love between a 
father and daughter and 
of a vibrant immigrant 
neighborhood.

Fauja Singh Keeps 
Going by Simran Jeet 
Sigh, illustrated by 
Baljinder Kaur. The true 
story of Fauja Singh, who 
broke world records to 
become the first one-
hundred-year-old to run 

a marathon, shares valuable lessons on the 
source of his grit, determination to overcome 
obstacles, and commitment to positive 
representation of the Sikh community.

Fenway and Hattie 
by Victoria J. Coe. The 
adventures of Fenway, 
an excitable and 
endlessly energetic Jack 
Russell terrier, his Food 
Lady, Fetch Man, and—
of course—his beloved 
short human and best-
friend-in-the-world, 
Hattie.

Freedom on the Menu 
by Carole Boston 
Weatherford, illustrated 
by Jerome Lagarrigue. 
There were signs all 
throughout town telling 
eight-year-old Connie 

where she could and could not go. But when 
Connie sees four young men take a stand for 
equal rights at a Woolworth’s lunch counter 
in Greensboro, North Carolina, she realizes 
that things may soon change.

If I Built a School by 
Chris Van Dusen. If Jack 
built a school, there would 
be hover desks and pop-
up textbooks, skydiving 
wind tunnels and a 
trampoline basketball 
court in the gym, a robo-

chef to serve lunch in the cafeteria, field trips to 
Mars, and a whole lot more.
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Browse More

Find more resources 
at Penguin Classroom

Pushing Up the Sky: 
Seven Native American 
Plays for Children by 
Joseph Bruchac, illustrated 
by Teresa Flavin. From 
acclaimed Native American 
storyteller Joseph Bruchac 
comes a collection of seven 
lively plays for children to 
perform, each one adapted 
from a different traditional 
Native tale.

Red, White, and Blue: The 
Story of the American 
Flag by John Herman, 
illustrated by Robin 
Roraback. Some people 
call the American flag 
Stars and Stripes or Old 
Glory. But why? This Level 
3 reader will tell you all 
about the history of the 
American flag.

Shirley Chisholm Is 
a Verb by Veronica 
Chambers, illustrated by 
Rachelle Baker. A timely 
picture book biography 
about Shirley Chisholm, 
the first Black woman in 
Congress, who sought the 
Democratic nomination 
to be the president of the 
United States.

The World According to 
Humphrey by Betty G. 
Birney. Boys and girls can’t 
help falling in love with 
Humphrey—the world’s 
favorite classroom pet! 
Kids will be eager to get 
their paws on all 12 books 
in the series!

The Three Billy Goats 
Buenos by Susan 
Middleton Elya, illustrated 
by Miguel Ordóñez. Three 
little cabritos have a 
clever plan to get past the 
grumpiest troll in the land. 

Dashes of humor, empathy, and kindness 
make this bilingual twist on “The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff” a charming delight that dares to 
ask the question: why is that troll so grumpy 
anyway?

Unicorn Rescue Society 
#1: The Creature of the 
Pines by Adam Gidwitz, 
illustrated by Hatem Aly. 
Two students are about to 
begin the adventure of a 
lifetime as they become 
part of a secret group of 
adventurers, The Unicorn 
Rescue Society, whose 
goal is to protect and 

defend the world’s mythical creatures.
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