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 @RHCBEducators       @TheRandomSchoolHouse 

WELCOME BACK  
to School !

We hope you had a restful and rejuvenating summer and are excited 
for this new school year. To help you and your students kick off  
the year, we’ve worked with some of our wonderful picture book 
authors and illustrators to create a back-to-school program that 
uses read-alouds, engaging activities, and author videos to welcome 
students back and encourage conversation and creativity! 

What you’ll find: For each of the books above, you’ll find an 
author/illustrator video with a welcome back to school message,  
a quick description of each book, and a related classroom  
activity! These videos can all be shared with your students, and  
the activities for each book are in this same packet.
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About the Book
On Vanessa’s first day of school, her parents tell her it will be easy 
to make friends. Vanessa isn’t so sure. She wears her fanciest outfit 
so her new classmates will be able to notice her right away. Her 
classmates notice, but the attention isn’t what she’d hoped it would 
be; as the day goes on, she feels more self-conscious. Her clothes 
are too bright, her feather boa has way too many feathers, and even 
her name is too hard to write. The next day, she picks a plain outfit, 
and tells her mom that her name is too long. She just wants to blend 
in. But when her mother tells her the meaning behind her name, it 
gives her the confidence she needs to introduce her classmates to the 
real Vanessa. 

Click here to meet author-illustrator Vanessa Brantley-Newton and 
to learn about a back-to-school activity for Becoming Vanessa.

Create . . .
Directions: Create your own classroom 
butterflies! Distribute a variety of papers 
to the students—newspapers, envelopes, 
construction paper—and have students 
make a collage out of them. Students 
can decorate papers, too. Next students 
should trace an outline of a butterfly—with 
teacher assistance depending on age—and then cut out the 
butterfly from the collage. Hang up the butterflies around the room, 
and talk about and celebrate what it means to grow throughout the 
year. 
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 By Vanessa Brantley-Newton
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ABOUT THE BOOK
For readers of Alma and How She Got Her Name and The King of 
Kindergarten, this story will help kids just starting school transform 
from timid caterpillars into beautiful butterflies so they can love  
who they are.

On Vanessa’s first day of school, her parents tell her it will be easy  
to make friends. Vanessa isn’t so sure. She wears her fanciest  
outfit so her new classmates will be able to notice her right away.  
Her classmates notice, but the attention isn’t what she’d hoped it 
would be; as the day goes on, she feels more self-conscious. Her 
clothes are too bright, her feather boa has too many feathers, and 
even her name is too hard to write.

The next day, she picks out a plain outfit and tells her mom that  
her name is too long. She just wants to blend in, with a simple name 
like the other girls—why couldn’t her parents have named her Megan 
or Bella? But when her mother tells her the meaning behind her name,  
it gives her the confidence she needs to introduce her classmates to 
the real Vanessa.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR-ILLUSTRATOR
VANESSA BRANTLEY-NEWTON is a self-taught illustrator, doll maker, 
and crafter who studied fashion illustration at FIT and children’s book  
illustration at the School of Visual Arts in New York. She is the author 
and illustrator of Grandma’s Purse and Just Like Me, and has illustrated 
numerous children’s books, including The King of Kindergarten by Derrick 
Barnes and Sewing Stories by Barbara Herkert. Vanessa currently makes 
her nest in Charlotte, North Carolina, with her husband, daughter, and a 
very rambunctious cat named Stripes. Learn more about Vanessa and her 
artwork at VanessaBrantleyNewton.com and on Facebook and Instagram. 

HC: 978-0-525-58212-0 • EL: 978-0-525-58214-4
GLB: 978-0-525-58213-7

Click here for an 
Educators’ Guide with 
discussion questions and 
additional activities. 

https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=17
https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=17
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780525582120_7980.pdf
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780525582120_7980.pdf
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About the Book
In their bestselling picture book All Are Welcome, Alexandra 
Penfold and Suzanne Kaufman celebrate kindness, inclusivity, and 
diversity. Now with Big Feelings, they help children navigate the 
emotional challenges they face in their daily lives. What should we 
do when things don’t go to plan? We may feel mad, frustrated, or 
overwhelmed, but by talking it through, compromising, and seeing 
another point of view, we can start fresh, begin anew.

Click here to meet author Alexandra Penfold and to learn about a 
back-to-school activity for Big Feelings. 

Draw . . .
Directions: Have students draw their own back-to-school 
emotions. How are they feeling? How do they wish they were 
feeling? If students feel comfortable,  
have them share with a peer,  
small group, or the  
entire class. 
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Classroom Activity Guide

     
RHTeachersLibrarians.com    @RHCBEducators
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About the Book
The newest picture book from the creators  

of All Are Welcome helps children navigate  

BIG FEELINGS!

 I have big feelings.

 You have them, too.

 How can I help?

 What can we do?

In their bestselling picture book All Are Welcome, 

Alexandra Penfold and Suzanne Kaufman celebrate 

kindness, inclusivity, and diversity. Now with  

Big Feelings, they help children navigate the 

emotional challenges they face in their daily lives. 

What should we do when things don’t go to plan?  

We may feel mad, frustrated, or overwhelmed, but  

by talking it through, compromising, and seeing  

another point of view, we can start fresh, begin anew.

About the Author
Alexandra Penfold is a literary agent and the author of All Are Welcome, 

The Littlest Viking, Food Truck Fest, and Eat, Sleep, Poop. When she isn’t 

writing and drinking strong iced coffee, she can be found perfecting her 

lattice crust. She lives in Brooklyn with her family. Follow her on Twitter at 

@AgentPenfold and on Instagram at @bklynbrownie.

About the Illustrator
Suzanne Kaufman is an author, illustrator, animator, and lover of school 

potlucks. She has illustrated many books, including All Are Welcome, I Love 

Monkey, 100 Bugs, Naughty Claudine’s Christmas, and Samanthasaurus Rex. She also wrote and illustrated 

Confiscated! When not tramping through the wilds of the Pacific Northwest, you will find her teaching 

animation or working in her studio. She lives in Seattle with her family. Follow her on Twitter  

at @skaufmanart and on Instagram at @suzannekaufman. 

Also by  
Alexandra Penfold  

and Suzanne Kaufman
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All Year Long

This brochure includes:

g Crafts 

g Decoration and 
 Refreshment Ideas

g Group Activity Suggestions
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Click here for an Educators’ 
Guide with discussion  
questions and additional  
activities for Big Feelings! 

And click here for  
All Are Welcome activities!

https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=199
https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=199
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780525579748_7722.pdf
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780525579649_7097.pdf
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780525579748_7722.pdf
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780525579649_7097.pdf
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About the Book
On the island of Habit, there lives a very big creature with big 
teeth, big eyes, and very big feet. Every day the creature does the 
exact same things in the exact same order. It is exactly the way 
the big creature likes it. That is, until a small boat carrying a very 
small creature with small teeth, small eyes, and very, very small 
feet arrives on the island. At first the big creature is excited to show 
the little creature around and explain how things are done on the 
island, but the small creature has his own ideas. Can these two 
creatures learn to appreciate each other? Is the island big enough 
for both of them? Told with heart and humor, this is a story about 
being open to new ways of doing things.

Click here to meet author Jennifer E. Smith and to learn about a 
back-to-school activity for The Creature of Habit. 

Discuss . . .
Directions: After reading, discuss the collections the two creatures 
have. Ask students to share with a partner or small group 
something they collect or would like to collect. You can also have 
students look around the school for items that can be collected—
like sticks, leaves, or even stones! Students can get creative and 
make up their own creature from the island of Habit who would 
collect these items, or write a group story about his adventures  
and collections.Ph
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https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=579
https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=579
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About the Book
Welcome to Dream Street—the best street in the world! It’s where 
love between generations rules, everyone is special, and the warmth 
of a neighborhood shines. This is the perfect book for parents to 
use to introduce children to the importance of community. Meet 
kids like Azaria, who loves to jump Double Dutch one leg at a 
time; Zion, whose dream is to become a librarian; and cousins Ede 
and Tari, who dream of creating a picture book together one day. 
Meet grown-ups like Mr. Sidney, a retired mail carrier who greets 
everyone with the words, “Don’t wait to have a great day. Create 
one!” and Ms. Sarah, whose voice is only a whisper but who  
has stories between the lines of her face that she’ll share when you 
come close. 

Click here to meet author Tricia Elam Walker and to learn about a 
back-to-school activity for Dream Street. 

Discuss . . .
Directions: Discuss the beauty of  
Dream Street in pairs, small groups, or 
as a whole class. Have the students talk  
about whether they would like to live on 
Dream Street. If yes, with whom would 
they like to live there?
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https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=726
https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=726
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Before Reading 

1. In small groups or as a class, have students name different
emotions and why they might feel them. 

2. Have students describe or draw a picture of how they’re feeling.

After Reading

1. How did Misty’s mood affect Clare’s day and mood?

2. What did Misty’s mom mean when she said, “Remember, 
Misty . . . the more you grumble, the more you’ll rumble”? 

Activity

1. Make a class bulletin board filled
 with different ways to brighten a   
 classmate’s day! For example,   
 share a joke with a friend. 

When Misty the Cloud wakes up feeling stormy, nothing seems to make 
her day better! And Misty’s grumbly mood affects everyone when her 
big emotions cause a thunderstorm to rumble across the sky. But with 
help from friends and family, Misty accepts that sometimes she’s just 

going to be a little stormy—and it will always pass.

From award-winning meteorologist Dylan Dreyer, Misty the Cloud:  
A Very Stormy Day is the first book in a sky-high series about how  

to deal with good days, bad days, and everything in between.

HC: 978-0-593-18038-9
EL: 978-0-593-18039-6

Grades: Preschool–2

Check Out the 
Weather Facts  
and Additional 

Activities  
in the Book!

RHTeachersLibrarians.com The Random School House@RHCBEducators
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A Very Stormy Day

Click here for an 
Educators’ Guide with 
discussion questions and 
additional activities. 

About the Book
TODAY Show co-host and meteorologist Dylan Dreyer launches 
a new picture book series featuring Misty—a little cloud with big 
feelings! Dylan combines her extensive weather knowledge with her 
experience as a mom in this very special social-emotional learning 
series. When Misty the Cloud wakes up feeling stormy, nothing 
seems to make her day better! And Misty’s grumbly mood affects 
everyone when her big emotions cause a thunderstorm to rumble 
across the sky. But with help from friends and family, Misty accepts 
that sometimes she’s just going to be a little stormy—and it will 
always pass. From award-winning meteorologist Dylan Dreyer, 
Misty the Cloud: A Very Stormy Day is the first book in a sky-high 
series about how to deal with good days, bad days, and everything 
in between.

Click here to meet author Dylan Dreyer and to learn about a back-
to-school activity for Misty the Cloud: A Very Stormy Day. 

Think . . .
Directions: Have students think 
about their favorite and least favorite 
types of weather and how it makes 
them feel and why. Encourage  
students to daydream: if they were  
a cloud and could travel anywhere  
in the world—where would they want 
to go, and why?
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https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780593180389_8177.pdf
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780593180389_8090.pdf
https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=844
https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=844
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About the Book
This is no ordinary first journey. The rainy season has come to the 
Mekong Delta, and An, a young Vietnamese boy, sets out alone 
in a wooden boat wearing a little backpack and armed with only 
a single oar. On the way, he is confronted by giant crested waves, 
heavy rainfall, and eerie forests where fear takes hold of him. 
Although daunted by the dark unknown, An realizes that he is not 
alone and continues to paddle. He knows it will all be worth it 
when he reaches his destination—one familiar to children all over 
the world.

Click here to meet author-illustrators Phung Nguyen Quang and 
Huynh Kim Lien and to learn about a back-to-school activity for 
My First Day. 

Create . . .
Directions for students:  

How do you get to school?  
Create a map like the one in  
My First Day that shows in detail 
your journey to school. Use a 
poster or large sheet of paper 
and crayons, colored pencils, 
and markers to create your map. 
Share your voyage with the class 
and discuss how it is similar to 
and different from the story.
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My First Day
                                         

 Phùng Nguyên Quang & Huynh Kim Liên

About the Book 
A visually stunning story of resilience and 

determination by an award-winning author- 

illustrator team. 

This is no ordinary first journey. The rainy season 

has come to the Mekong Delta, and An, a young 

Vietnamese boy, sets out alone in a wooden boat 

wearing a little backpack and armed only with a 

single oar. On the way, he is confronted by giant 

crested waves, heavy rainfall, and an eerie forest, 

where fear takes hold of him. Although daunted by 

the dark unknown, An realizes that he is not alone 

and continues to paddle. He knows it will all be worth 

it when he reaches his destination—one familiar to 

children all around the world.

About the Authors
Phùng Nguyên Quang and Huynh Kim Liên are award-

winning book creators who live and work together in 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.
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Click here for an 
Educators’ Guide with 
discussion questions and 
additional activities. 

https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=1055
https://youtu.be/M4FjGNvQR4o?t=1055
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780593306260_7669.pdf
https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9780593306260_7669.pdf
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